The  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Eastry  Rural  District 


1960 


THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

for 

EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT 
19  6 0 


IN 

Chairman  of  the  Council  - - - - 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  - 

Clerk  to  the  Council 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  - - - 
Surveyor  


OFFICE 

Councillor  W.  P.  Farrington,  J.P. 

Councillor  W.  P.  Farrington,  J.P.,  (until  April) 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  T.  Barr  (from  May) 

Chas.  Evans,  Esq.,  M.B.E. 

W.  H.  Sayers,  Esq.,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

R.  J.  Meacher,  Esq.,  A.I.A.A.,  M.R.S.I. 


To  the  Chairman  and  i.'^em'beis  of  Eastrv 

Rural  District  Council 


IVir . Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I present  the  statistical  report  covering  the  year  i960. 
V'/hile  regretting  tlie  late  appearance  of  this  report,  there 
is  mitigation  in  that  you  received  . Sayers  part  of  it 
some  time  ago,  and  thus  were  more  quickly  advised  of  the 
m.atters  v;ith  which  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  is 
concerned . 

1.  The  calculated  population  for  mid  i960  showed  a slight 
recovery  from  previous  decline.  There  v/as  a 7%  rise  in  the 
birth  rate  over  that  of  1959  a 5%  fall  in  the  death 
rate,  and  both  can  be  viev/ed  v/ith  satisfaction.  The  increase 
in  infant  deaths  to  12  was  accounted  for  by  cases  of 
congenital  defects  v/ith  fatal  consequences,  and  not  to  any 
increase  in  infant  infections. 

2.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  amongst  the  causes  of  death, 
respiratory  diseases  include  Bronchitis  as  a significant 
group,  and  that  all  cancers  cause  only  tv/o-thirds  more  deaths 
that  the  respiratory  diseases.  Amongst  these  cancers,  those 
of  lung  and  bronchus  represent  207o  of  the  total.  The  smoking 

■ of  tobacco  has  a firm,  place  in  the  social  behaviour  of  those 
who  use  the  "v/eed" , but  the  coughing  smoker  commits  a social 
misbehaviour  which  is  as  harmful  to  himself  as  it  is  annoying 
to  his,  or  her,  friends.  A plea  for  moderation  in  the  smoking 
habit  is  seldomi  well  received,  and  one  regrets  having  to  back 
it  by  om.inous  and  fearful  statistics,  but  you  cannot  ignore 
the  7%  of  the  total  causes  of  death  v/hich  is  the  proportion 
due  to  Bronchitis  and  Cancers  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  which  have 
an  observed  connection  v/ith  over-smoking, 

3.  The  general  situation  in  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  improved,  except  in  the  dysenteric  conditions. 

4.  Measles  v/as  in  recess  in  i960  having  been  prevalent  in 
1959 • On  the  other  hand  V'/hooping  Cough  increased  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  but  did  not  persist. 

5.  Tv/o  cases  of  acute  paralytic  Poliomyelitis  occurred 
together  in  one  village,  v/ith  no  observed  connection  with  our 
ov/n  district  but  a possible  third  hand  connection  with  cases 
in  a coastal  tov/n.  A siuiilar  sporadic  case  had  occurred  in 
the  same  road  a fev/  years  before  but  no  significance  could  be 
found  in  the  coincidence. 
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The  suspicion  of  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was 
investigated  at  the  request  of  the  general  practitioner,  but 
no  firm  evidence  found.  Such  suspicions  are  v/ell  v/orth 
follov/ing  up  if  v/e  are  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  such 
outbreaks . 

7*  The  main  source  of  cases  of  dysentery  v/as  an  outbreak 

of  Sonne  dysentery  associated  v/ith  the  Thanet  Occupation 
Centre  for  mentally  handicapped  children.  This  became  linked 
v/ith  an  outbreak  in  the  Eastry  Children’s  Homes,  and  surveillan 
and  clearance  of  cases  and  contacts  went  on  for  some  v^eeks. 

8.  One  case  of  dysentery  in  a young  infant  disclosed  the 

symptomless  infection  of  the  mother  with  Salmonella  Typhi 
Murium  Type  1 a.  Var.  2,  possible  source  domestic  fowls  from 
rodents . 

9*  Tuberculosis  showed  a slight  but  v/elcome  decline  in 

notifications.  The  housing  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  the 
especial  concern  of  the  Council  as  housing  authority,  and  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  through  overcrov/ding  or 
inadequate  space  for  home  isolation  and  treatment.  It  needs 
to  be  recognised  that  our  progress  in  the  control  and  cure 
of  this  infection  has  come  from  early  recognition  of  cases, 
immediate  admission  to  hospital  and  treatment  v/ith  the  m.odern  :: 
drugs  of  control.  This  has  been  made  possible  by  the  early 
discharge  of  cases,  further  treatment  by  family  doctors  and 
district  nurses  at  homeunder  specialist  guidance,  and  such 
home  treatment  requires  good  housing  and  nursing  space. 

Thus  the  aid  of  housing  authorities  to  improve  the  home  con-  . 
ditions  of  recognised  cases  is  directly  connected  v/ith  the 
improvement  in  the  treatment,  control  and  incidence  of  the 
disease.  Such  help  v/as  given  by  you  in  i960  in  at  least  one 
cas  e . 

10.  The  work  of  the  tuberculosis  health  visitor  in  following 
up  contacts  and  encouraging  them  to  come  in  for  Xray  and  other 
health  checks  is  an  invaluable  part  of  the  control.  This  may 
involve  checking  school  and  v/orks  contacts  as  v/ell. 

11.  The  improvement  in  the  amenities  and  facilities  for 
personal  hygiene,  make  cases  of  infestation  more  uncommon, 
but  tv/o  cases,  one  of  head  lice,  and  one  of  fleas,  v/ere  the 
subjects  of  special  action  for  clearance  not,  hov/ever, 
requiring  forinal  statutory  action. 

12 . The  department  becomes  involved  in  the  problems  of  old 
age  and  longer  survival.  It  is  most  often  the  fear  of  fire 
from  the  use  of  paraffin  lamps,  or  candles,  by  an  infirm 
neighbour  that  causes  neighbours  to  call  our  attention  to  a ca5' 
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Friendly  advice , the  help  of  the  County  Health  Services, 
and  occasional  observation  usually  suffices  and  the  use  of 
statutory  pov/ers  of  removal  are  avoided  if  it  is  possible  to 
help  in  other  v/ays.  Four  cases  arose  in  the  year,  in  one  of 
which  statutory  action  v/as  about  to  be  taken  when  emergency 
removal  to  hospital  resolved  the  case. 

In  considering  other  matters  arising  during  the  year  the 
problem  of  nuisance  from  the  composting  of  slaughterhouse 
v/aste  at  Ash  was  outstanding,  v/ith  the  fumes  from  Tilmanstone 
Colliery  spoilbank  running  a weak  second.  A full  investigation 
of  the  latter  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  assured  the  Council 
that  all  practicable  steps  had  been  taken  to  abate  the 
nuisance.  Such  observations  could  not  be  made  about  the 
former  and  the  slow  processes  of  the  lav/  could  not  keep  pace 
with  the  rapid  processes  of  decomposition,  and  the  masterly 
inactivity  of  the  perpetrator  of  the  nuisance. 

Mention  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  of  the  tendency 
to  let  be  the  occupants  of  condemned  properties  who  express 
unv/illingness  to  move.  V'/here  these  tenants  are  elderly  persons 
one  difficulty  has  been  the  limited  amount  of  suitable 
accommodation  throughout  the  district,  and  the  tenants' 
dread  of  being  uprooted  in  the  v/eariness  of  old  age.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  progress  in  the  provision  of  housing  units 
suitable  for  old  persons,  for  v/hen  it  comes  to  the  event,  the 
old  people  are  more  than  glad  to  move  out  of  poor  conditions 
into  warm,  dry  housing,  especially  v/ith  the  sympathetic 
assistance  of  the  estates  manager. 

The  Census  of  I961  has  shov/n  that  the  correct  population 
for  the  district  is  22,307.  This  shows  an  error  of  only 
in  the  calculated  xjopulation  and  the  statistical  rates 
v;hich  follow  may  therefore  be  accepted  as  reasonably  accurate. 


May  I express  thanks  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  to  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  to  the  other  Chief  Officers 
for  their  co-operation  in  our  common  tasks  and  to  the  Council 
for  their  sympathetic  hearing  of  advice  given. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JIALCOLM  S.  HARVEY 

M.B.,  ChoB.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS. 


Population  Mid  i960  - 22,190  persons. 

Area  of  District  - 54,276  acres. 


Vital  Statistics.  (Presented  according  to  Ministry  of  Health 

Circular  22/58)  • j. 

Live  Births:  384  (Male:  I98)  (Female:  I86) 


Live  Birth  rate  per  1.000  population  » 17.3  (England  & Wales  171,^ 

Correction  factor  l.lo  = 20.4  per  1,000  corrected  birth  rate. 


Stillbirths:  7 (Male:  3)  (Female:  4) 


Stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  » 17.9 
stillbirths : 


(England  & Wales  I9 


Total  live  and  stillbirths:  391 

Infant  Deaths:  12  (Male:  8)  (Female:  4) 

(all  born  within  marriage) 


i:  it 

i;  it 


Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  - 31  (England  & V/ales  21^ 

births  (total):  "It'j 

p 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births:  I'? 


Legitimate:  32.6  = 12  in  388  ^;'p 

Illegitimate:  Nil  « Nil  in  I6  '‘'Ibe 

;k; 

Neonatal  Mortality:  - 6 = l5  per  1,000  live  births.  m Ipj 

(first  4 weeks)  ®'|si 

1 ■ I 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births:  4.2%  W 

(16  out  of  384)  'ia 

Maternal  Deaths:  Nil. 

Deaths  all  ages:  318  (Male:  17O)  (Female:  148) 

Death  rate  - 14.3  per  1,000  persons.  (England  & Wales  111  Jci 

Correction  factor  O.oO  gives  11.9  per  1,000  population) 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate:  28.  J 

(Deaths  under  1 week  and  stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)) 

Deaths  under  1 week.  4. 
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Causes  of  Death 


uberculosis  (Respiratory) 

" (Other) 

11  other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases, 


1.960 


1 

1 

1 


1 

2 


alignant  Neoplasms.  Stomach. 

" " Lungs  tP:  Bronchus. 

" " Breast. 

il  " " Uterus. 

^ther  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms, 
‘ieukaeraia  and  -rt-leukaemia. 


Jiahetes. 

*ascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System. 

oronary  Disease.  Angina, 

lyper  tent  ion  v/ith  Heart  Disease. 

ither  Heart  Diseases, 

then  Circulatory  Diseases. 


7 

3 

10 

11 

3 

10 

- 

4 

31 

31 

(51)  (59) 


4 

2 

47 

45 

40 

42 

5 

5 

58 

61 

20 

27 

174) 

(182) 

2ljafluenza. 

Ineumonia. 
ronchitis . 

ther  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 


14 

13 

4 

(31) 


2 

24 

15 

3 

(44) 


■leers  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

3 

6 

iastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea. 

5 

3 

isphritis  and  Nephrosis. 

2 

3 

lyperplasia  of  Prostrate. 

2 

4 

regnancy.  Childbirth.  Abortion. 

- 

- 

iangenital  Malformation. 

7 

- 3 

ither  defined  and  111  defined  Diseases. 

33 

22 

;|Dtor  Vehicle  accidents. 

2 

ill  other  Accidents. 

2 

7 

■jjiicide. 

3 

3 

' limicide. 



— 

Total  Males 

170 

164 

Total  Females 

148 

173 

218 
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Cause  of  Death. 

Under 

24  hours. 

- 1 week 

- 1 month 

- 1 

year 

TOli 



M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.. 

M. 

F. 

I.'i.  ! 

Congenital  Conditions. 

- 

2 

2 

1 

4 1 

Prematurity. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 1 

Birth  Injuries. 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 1 

> 

Gastro-Enteritis . 

- 

- 

1 

-- 

1 • 

Acute  Encephalitis. 

- 

- 

1 

- L 

Infection  of  Respiratory 
System. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 • 

4 

TOTALS ; 

j — I.. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

^ 1 

1 

8 H 

— ^ 

12 

Total  under  1 week  4 
” ” 4 v/eeks  6 
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Tuberculosis  Detail. 


Age  distribution  of  notlficat 

Under  15  Male  1 

15  - 25  " 1 

25  - ,45  " 2 

Over  45  ” 7 

ions  of  all  forms 

Female  1 

" 1 

" 1 

” 1 

of  tuberculosis- 

Totals  ? 

11 

11 

It 

4 

Total? 

15 

Respiratory: 

n 

10 

It 

3 

Total: 

13 

Other  Forms  s 

It 

- 

II 

2 

Total? 

2 ■ 

Number  on  T.B.  Re^rister  at 

^1/12/60. 

Respiratory? 

H 

128 

It 

Other  Forms? 

n 

31 

It 

36 

Fimires  for  19‘^9. 

Resp iratory ? 

It 

123 

II 

100 

Other  Forms: 

It 

31 

11 

33 

Immunization  and  Vaccination. 

Total  Persons 

Including  Per s or 

0 - I'; 

0-2 

Diphth  er i a ? Pr imary 

■ Immunization? 

300 

147 

Reinforcing? 

144 

1 

Smallpox?  Primary 

’ Vaccination? 

181 

167 

Revaccination? 

2 

- 

V'/hooping  Cough  Inoculations? 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination? 


302 


158 


Adults : 

Children 

0-19 

Incl  uding  i 
0 - 2 

Received  2nd  injection 
during  i960 

546 

362 

200  , 

Received  3rd  injection 
during  i960 

849 

683 

93 
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^Tpscrihed  Particulars  on  the  iT-dminis tration  of  the  Factories  Act.  1Q^7. 


P/J^T  I OF  THE  ACT 


- ETSI^CTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
’ inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 


(1) 


(i)  Factories  in  Vi^hich 
Sections  1,2,3?  ^ 

& 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities  

I 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  Q),in 
v/hich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  .. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
v/hich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority, 
(excluding  out-- 
v/orkers’  premises) 


Numb  er 
on 

Register 

(2) 


Number  of 


Inspections  jv'/ritten  j 
Notices 

(3)  (4) 


5 


11 


6l 


TOTAL: 


66 


73 


84 


3 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 


t 


2 - Cases  in  v/hich  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars . 

Found 

Remedied 

— I 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.  M. 
Inspctr . 

v;hich  pro- 
secutions 
vrere  insti- 
tuted . 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

V'/ant  of  cleanliness  (s.l 

) - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tenperature 

(s.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

( & e 4 ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (3.6) 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
(a)  Insufficient  (s.7) 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective.  i 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  i'lct  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outv/ork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

I 

TOTALS i 

3 

3 

- 

- 

H 
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P/xRT  VIII  OF  TI-IE 


Outv/ork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


c 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No . of 

No . of 

No . of 

No.  of 

out- 

cases 

Prose- 

instan- 

workers 

of  de- 

cutions 

ces  of 

Nature  of 

in  -^i-ugust 

fault 

for 

v;ork  in 

Notices 

Pro- 

V^ork . 

list 

in  send- 

failure 

unwhole- 

served . 

secu- 

required 

ing 

to 

some 

tlorBo 

by  Section 

lists  to, 

supply 

premises 

110(l)(c) 

the 

Counc il 

lists 

(1) 

. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

bearing  ) I.Iaking 
apparel  ) etc., 

.... 

3 

Cleaning 

and 

V’/ashing. 

die  making  of  boxes 
)r  other  recep- 
:,acles  or  parts 
.hereof  made  wholly 
)r  partially  of 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

)aper . 

rOT..L ; 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COIMCIL 


ANITUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SEiaOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  RTSPECTOR 

for  the  year 


i960 


To  the  Chairman  and  iViembers  of 
The  Eastry  Rural  District  Council 


fuT.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
upon  matters  for  which  your  Puhlic  Health  Inspectors  have 
been  responsible  during  the  year  i960. 


In  submitting  this  Report  I v;ould  like,  particu- 
larly, to  draw  attention  to  the  changing  pattern  of  our 
v;ork  in  connection  with  environmental  hygiene.  No  longer 
is  it  limited  merely  to  the  implementation  of  statutory 
obligations  and  abatement  of  contraventions,  but  our  role 
has  over  recent  years  become  more  positive  and  constructive 
in  almost  every  sphere.  An  obvious  example  is  Housing, 
largely  due  to  the  policy  of  grants  and  loans,  but  in  Food 
Hygiene,  also,  every  visit  to  food  premises  now  becom.es  a 
personal  and  practical  application  of  Health  Education. 

Even  Rodent  Control  is  no  longer  limited  to  finding  and 
destroying  rodents,  but  the  operator's  time  is  equally 
devoted  to  advice  on  rat  proofing  and  the  storage  of 
foodstuffs  and  guidance  to  householders  and  others  on 
methods  of  destruction. 


Comments  are  now  made  on  certain  subjects  which 
have  been  of  particular  concern  during  the  year  under  review 
v;hich  it  is  hoped v/ill  be  of  interest  and  guidance  to  Members 
followed  by  statistical  information. 
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HOUSING. 


By  the  end  of  i960,  all  eighty- one  houses  which  were 
included  in  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  prepared  in 
1955  ^lad  been  dealt  with,  in  the  various  ways  shov/n  in  the 
statistical  tables. 

The  application  of  the  word  "Slum"  to  a district  of 
this  type  is  somewhat  misleading  since,  although  there  are 
certainly  unfit  and  sub-standard  houses,  there  are  no  areas  to 
which  the  term  "Slum"  can  properly  be  applied. 

The  Council's  policy  of  dealing  with  individual  unfit 
houses  may  be  less  spectacular  than  clearance  and  re-develop- 
ment  areas,  but  provided  the  provision  of  nev;  houses  keeps  pace 
with  the  removal  of  those  that  are  unfit,  it  is  effective  and 
is  well  suited  to  the  character  and  needs  of  a rural  area. 

Above  all,  this  policy  does  ensure  that  the  occupants  are 
considered  as  individuals  and  their  dwellings  as  homes  and 
not  merely  housing  units. 

Repair,  improvement  and  the  general  raising  of 
housing  standards  in  the  district  dates,  in  its  present  form, 
from  the  completion  of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  in  1950  and, 
being  a continuous  process,  ensures  that  the  picture  of  housing 
circumistances  presented  by  the  survey  is  kept  up  to  date,  thus 
removing  the  necessity  for  repeated  reviews. 

V/hen  local  authorities  became  responsible  for  approval 
of  Improvement  Grants  in  195'^?  it  was  contemplated  that  an 
approach  to  ovmers  with  the  offer  of  grants  could  be  linked 
with  Statutory  Housing  Act  inspections.  This  has  not  been 
possible,  hov/ever,  since  in  i960,  as  in  the  preceding  six  years, 
there  was  little  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications  other- 
wise received  and  at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  even  these 
have  had  to  be  limited  by  reason  of  the  time  available  to  deal 
v/ith  them. 


DRAINAGE. 


During  the  past  ten  years,  nearly  1,000  pail  closets 
have  been  abolished  in  the  district  and  with  the  aid  of  powers 
conferred  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  a further  reduction  may  be 
expected  upon  the  completion  of  new  sewerage  schemes,  Satisfac- 
tory those  this  figure  might  appear,  however,  it  is  a sobering 
thought  that  at  the  present  rate  of  progress  we  may  still  have 
pail  closets  in  use  in  this  district  in  the  1970’s. 
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CARAVANS . 


The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act, 
i960,  which  came  into  effect  on  29th  August,  i960,  introduced 
a new  licensing  system  for  caravans  and  has,  as  its  aims, 
better  control  over  the  location  of  caravan  sites  and  improved 
standards  of  layout  and  amenities. 

A special  Sub-Committee  was  appointed  by  the  Council 
who  visited  each  of  the  eight  sites  in  the  district  and  devoted 
a considerable  amount  of  time  and  thought  to  the  production  of 
licence  conditions.  These  conditions  were  based  upon  the  model 
standard  but  were  varied  to  meet  the  particular  circumstances 
of  each  individual  site. 

v'/hile  ensuring  that  adequate  amenities  are  provided  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  hygiene,  and  meet  the  reasonable 
needs  of  caravan  dwellers,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  see 
there  should  be  the  minimum  of  interference  with  natural  con- 
ditions and  that  sites  are  not  scarred  with  an  excess  of 
concrete  roadv/ays , rov/s  of  hard  standings  and  communal 
buildings . 


The  eight  caravan  sites  are  now  licensed  to  accommo- 
date 526  holiday  and  40  residential  caravans. 


POULTERERS . 


The  rapid  growth  of  the  poultry  industry  over  the  past 
seven  years  has  inevitably  produced  a number  of  public  health 
problems.  Up  to  the  present  there  have  been  no  broiler 
processing  stations  in  the  district  but  the  number  of  small 
poulterers  revealed  by  a recent  survey,  has  been  a matter  of 
some  concern  since  many  were  found  to  be  operating  in  a manner 
and  under  conditions  v/hich  fall  far  short  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  The  inspection  of  all  poultry  sold  to  the  public 
from  the  point  of  fitness  for  human  food,  is  clearly  not 
practicable,  but  where  small  poulterers  are  dealing  mainly  in 
old  hens  or  boiling  fowls,  in  which  the  incidence  of  disease 
is  understood  to  be  quite  high,  closer  supervision  is  clearly 
necessary. 

THE  AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY.  HEALTH  & WELFARE)  PROVISIONS  aCT.  1996. 

Legislation  has  provided  for  the  health  and  welfare  of 
factory  workers  for  more  than  half  a century,  yet  the  Act  which 
seeks  to  ensure  comparable  provisions  for  those  employed  in 
agriculture  appears  to  have  evoked  little  interest. 
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Travelling  about  an  area  such  as  this,  in  almost  any 
month  of  the  year,  the  need  for  some  form  of  sanitation  and 
washing  facilities  for  field  workers  is  clear  but,  unfortunately, 
with  betv/een  four  and  five  hundred  holdings  to  which  the  Act 
applies,  even  limited  application  of  the  Act  is  quite  impossible. 

From  passing  observation  during -the  year  it  appears 
that  some  form  of  sanitation  for  their  field  workers  is  provided 
by  a number  of  farmers . 

COLLIERY  SPOILBAhKS. 


Observation  of  the  spoilbanks  at  Tilmianstone  Colliery 
has  continued  during  the  year  and  although  a number  of  complaints 
were  received  during  the  autumn,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 
National  Coal  Board  are  taking  all  practicable  steps  to  minimize 
the  nuisance.  Those  affected  may  take  comfort  from  the  fact 
that  output  from,  the  Beresford  seami,  that  from,  which  the  dirt 
liable  to  spontaneous  combustion  is  obtained,  is  likely  to 
cease  during  the  next  tv/elve  months, 

IWISTON  airport. 


The  development  of  a Civil  Airport  at  iVlanston  has 
continued  and  there  was  a steady  increase  in  air  traffic  during 
the  year.  Negotiations  have  taken  place  with  Silver  City 
Airways  and  with  their  catering  contractors  regarding  catering 
facilities,  sanitation  and  the  disposal  of  refuse  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  substantial  improvements  had  been  obtained.  No 
foodstuffs  have  yet  been  landed  at  the  airfield  necessitating 
inspections  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations, 

19^7. 


I should  once  again  like  to  express  m.y  appreciation 
of  the  support  and  encouragement  received  from;  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  during  the  year  and  the  continued 
help  and  co-operation  from:  all  members  of  the  staff. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


H,  Si^YERS 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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STAFF 


Senior  Piihlic  Health  InsTPectcr^ 


W.  H.  SaYERS 


Cert.  S.I.B 
Certo  Meat 
Cert.  Smoke 


t.innal  Public  Healtti_.lnspectciLs. 
A.  H.  LAV/RENCE. 

Cert.  Meat 


Clerk. 


l^mS.  E.  WITCOJ/EE. 


Rodent  Operative*. 
P.  U.  LAV/RENCE. 


£ Food  Inspection. 
Inspector . 


& Food  Inspection. 
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SECTION 


0 


HOUSING 


( 1 )  Slum  Clearance  Prcgraimne. 

No  0 of  houses  in  Slum  Clearance  Programme  1955 
Houses  accounted  for  byj 
(a)  Demolition  Orders  .,o  o.. 

(h)  Closing  Orders  ..o  ... 

(c)  Form.al  Undertakings  , , . ,c.  o.. 

^ d ^ I'-'ia dexxt  ooo  *00  *00  ooo  •ae 

(e)  No  longer  dv/ellings  


( 2 )  Formal  notion  taken  under  the  Housing  Act, 1957 . 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  16, 
Housing  Act,  1957  • o . 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ..  ...  ... 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  ... 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  ...  ... 

No.  of  formal  Undertakings  cancelled  ... 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  substituted  for 
Demolition  Orders  


( 3 )  Imnr  0 v em  en  t Gr  ant  s . 

( a ) Discretionary  Grants. 

Total  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  Grants 
have  been  approved  since  July,  195*^  ••• 

Total  expenditure  involved  ...  ...  ... 

Total  of  Grants  approved  


c' 

J 


- 81. 

50 

1 

7 

20 

3 

12 
11 

2 

13 
1 
1 

1 


469 

£302,677 

£118,877 


(4) 


Grants  approved  during  the  year  I96OS- 

(1)  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  v/hich 
Grants  were  approved  ...  ... 

Owner/occupied  ...  

Agricultural  dwellings  ... 


54 

22 

30 


(2)  Total  cost  of  schemes  approved:  £39i205 

(Average:  £726  per  dv/elling) 

(3)  Amount  ascribed  to  improvements:  £33)318 


I 


(4)  Amount  ascribed  to  repairs:  £5,887  i 

(Average:  £109  per  dwelling)  J 

(5)  Total  of  Grants  approved:  £14,990 

(Average:  £277  per  dv/elling)  : 

r 

(6)  The  maximum  grant  of  £400  v/as  approved  in  10  cases.  . 
(b)  Standard  Grants. 


(1)  No.  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants 

cxppr  oved  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Standard  amenities  to  be  provided: 


Baths  ... 
Wash-hand  basins 
Hot  water  supplies 
V'/ater  closets 
Food  storage 


» o o 

• 0 • 


o o 

0 o 


15 


11 

12 

15 

4 
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Rent  Act.  1957. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


(1)  No.  of  applications  for  Certificates  of 

Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  No.  of  Certificates  (issued  in  previous 

years)  cancelled  


( 5 ) Overcrcv/ding. 


(a)  (i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 


Nc.  of  dv/ellings  overcrowded  at  the 
end  of  the  year oo. 

No.  of  families  dv/elling  therein 

Nc . of  persons  dwelling  therein 


3 

4 

26 


(h) 


No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  1 


(c)  (i)  No.  of  cases  of  cverci owding 

relieved  during  the  year  ... 

(ii)  Nc.  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  .0.  .0. 
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SECTION  B. 


S^NITilRY  CIRCWiST/iNCES 


( 1 ) V'/ater  Supply. 


Over  99%  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  nov/ 
have  a piped  water  supply « 

Routine  sampling  has  been  carried  out  with  the 
following  results 


(a)  Nains  supplies s 12  samples  taken.  All  satisfactory. 

(b)  Private  v/ellss  33  samples  taken.  20  samples  from 

nine  sources  were 
unfit. 


( 2 ) Drainage . 


The  foliov/ing  is  a summary  of  v;crk  carried  out 
during  the  years- 


No . of  visits  in  connection  with  drainage  work 
No . of  water  tests  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No . of  mirror  tests  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Existing  houses  provided  v/ith  drainage  systems 
Existing  houses,  drainage  altered  or  repaired 
Existing  houses,  connected  to  sewers  ... 

Cesspools  c':^nstructed  ...  ...  ... 

Septic  tanks  constructed  ...  ...  ... 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ... 


886 

238 

198 

35 

54 

23 

61 

25 

48 
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(3 ) Pail  Closets 


The  fcllov/ing  table  shows  the  approximate  number 
of  Fail  Closets  existing  in  the  various  parishes. 


Parish. 

No.  of  Dwelling 
Houses . 

No.  of  Dv;elling  Houses  v;ith 

Pail  Closets. 

iCOL 

70 

1 

xSE 

828 

120 

';YLS3I-L^I 

1128 

- 

llASTRY 

575 

28 

'CYTHORNE 

588 

20 

!iCX)DNESTOiIE 

136 

53 

■IINSTER 

774 

9 

i-iOMTON 

136 

19 

JONDIGTON 

221 

51 

':CiRTII30URNE 

269 

55 

PRESTON 

210 

46 

illPFLE 

104 

26 

3ARRE 

^^3 

10 

imOLDElT 

194 

55 

pTnPLE 

143 

69 

oTOURIv^.OUTH 

88 

26 

)T.  NICHOLilS. 

216 

28 

'iUTTON 

238 

31 

flLI/U:J3TOIlE 

110 

28 

i^IlTGUvM 

520 

CO 

pOODNES  BOROUGH 

340 

120 

i^ORTH 

267 

1 

! 

24 

i TOT/iL 

7198 

877 
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( 4 ) Rodent  Control 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Bus iness 

Premises 

agri- 

cultural 
Pr onertv , 

Tom 

No.  of  properties  visited. 

9 

6l 

63 

456 

589 

No.  found  to  be  infested. 

9 

52 

48 

287 

396 

No.  of  properties  treated. 

9 

42 

48 

95 

194 

No.  of  visits  in  connection 
with  treatments. 

54 

132 

172 

649 

0 

0 

SECTION  C. 

INSPECTION  i^ND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
( 1 ) Milk  Supply.  I 

There  are  37  milk  distributors  registered  in  the  diS' 
trict,  26  selling  from  shops  and  11  from  rounds.  Seven 
distributors  trade  fl’om  adjoining  districts  . 

Ey  an  order  made  under  Section  23?  Food  & Drugs 
(Milk,  Dairies  & Artificial  Cream)  r.ct,  1950,  the  district  is  I 
part  of  a specified  area  and  all  milk  sold  by  retail  for  human 
consumption  is  specially  designated,  i.e.  Pasteurised, 
Sterilised  or  Tuberculin  Tested. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  for  the  sale  of 


designated  milks s- 

Tuberculin  Tested s 

(Dealers ) 

16 

II  II 

( Supplemen  tary ) 

7 

Pasteurised^ 

(Dealers) 

27 

II 

(Supplementary) 

7 

Sterilised? 

(Dealers) 

10 

11 

(Supplementary) 

3 

10 


Details  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows s- 


T.T. (Pasteurised) 


Pasteurised  s 


Mixed  Milks 


3 Samples, 
15  Samples. 
5 Samples, 


All  samples  satisfied 
the  prescribed  Tests 

One  sample  failed  the 
Meth.  Blue  Test, 

All  samples  satisfied 
the  prescribed  Tests 


(2)  Ice-Cream, 


There  are  ninety  premises  in  the  district 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  in  all  of  these 
the  ice-cream  is  pre-v;rapped . Supplies  are  obtained  from  a 
few  large  manufacturers  outside  the  district  and  in  view 
of  this  a limited  number  of  samples  only  is  taken. 


Results  of  Samplings 

Number  taken ; Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III.  Grade  IV. 
30  19  74- 


( 3 ) Meat  Inspection. 


There  are  only  tv/o  licensed  slaughterhouses  in 
the  district  and  100%  post-mortem  inspection  is  carried 
cut  in  accordance  with  Memo  3/Meat.  Routine  examination 
is  made  of  all  beef  carcases  for  evidence  of  cysticercus 
bovis.  i^ll  unsound  meat  and  offal  is  stained  green  before 
leaving  the  premises,  small  quantities  being  destroyed 
and  large  amounts  being  sent  to  the  glue  works. 
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II\TSPECTIO]\T  OF  MEAT  & FOOD 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle  1 
Excluding 
Co  VIS 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

oc 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hors! 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

39 

- 

1 

521 

415 

i 

Numbei'  inspected  o' 

39 

- 

1 

521 

415 

) 'll*' 

11 

All  diseases  excent 
Tuberculosis  & 

. 

{ 

i.j| 

Cysticerci 0 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  , 

Carcases  of  which  some 

1 part  or  organ  was  con- 
1 demned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci. 

7 

- 

- 

15 

17 

17.9^% 

2.8% 

4.09% 

. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

v'/hole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

UJ  j 

• 1 

0 

00 

i 

Cysticercosis . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

r— 

1 

j 

— 

- 

L_ 

1 f 

Total  weight  of  carcases ^ parts  of  carcases  and 

offal  re.iected  for  all  diseases. 


Cv/ts  . 

Qtrs . 

lbs. 

O^T'Cd.SGS  VO*  • 0 • 

- 

r* 

- 

Parts  of  Carcases  ... 

2 

1 

- 

•••  •••  «o* 

1 

2 

16 

TOTaL  ...  ...  ... 

3 

3 

16 

In  addition  to  neat  surrendered  at  slaughterhouses  the  follow- 
ing food  v/as  inspected  at  the  request  of  traders  and  surrendered  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumptions- 


iCanned  Food. 


Meat 

0 • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

000 

000 

112 

tins 

Fruit 

0 9 0 

0 0* 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

21 

It 

Milk 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

000 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

8 

It 

Vegetables 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

16 

It 

I 


Other  Foods, 


ha  con  *90  • c B 

Chicken  (carcases) 
Meat  Pies  ... 
Margarine 
Split  Peas 
Instant  Icing  Sugar 
Stoned  dates  . . . 
Dried  Peas 
Dessicated  Coconut 
Raisins  ... 

Jelly  slices  . . . 
Cake 


70 J Its. 
53  " 

14  dozen. 

5o-  lbs . 
11^ 

3- 2-  " 

2 " 

2-f  ” 

6 ' ” 

i lb. 

1 " 

4- J-  lbs. 


- 13  - 


INSPECTIONS 


A total  of  35687  visits  v;ere  made  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year  and  the  following  table  gives  an 
indication  of  the  proportion  of  time  devoted  to  various 
duties  s- 


In  connection  with  the  Housing  ^cts  .. 
In  connection  with  Rent  Acts  . , 

In  connection  v/ith  Public  Health  Acts 

Water  Supply  . « . 

Drainage  ,0, 

Dairies  •••  ••o  *00  «««  • 

Slaughterhouses  ...  

Butchers  Shops  ...  

Other  Food  Shops  

Restaurants ...  ... 

Bakehouses  

Ice-cream  premises  ... 

Street  Traders  ... 

Fact  or les  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Hop  Pickers'  Camps  

Infectious  Disease  ..  

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Moveable  Dwellings  

Knackers ' Yard  

Public  Houses  


1114 

11 


475 

49 

886 

163 

59 


272 

111 

51 

31 

24 


85 


12 

89 

33 

99 

22 

78 


COi.RLi^HiTS 


One  hundred  and  ten  complaints  were  made  to  the 
Department  during  the  year  on  the  following  subjects 


Housing  defects  ... 

Drainage  ...  ... 

Accumulations  of  refuse 
Vermin  ...  ... 

Fly  & V/asp  Infestations 
Miscellaneous  ... 


40 

Id 

10 

8 

20 

5 


14 


